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PersonS Wibh Disabilibies (PWDS) with “High Support Needs”
are individuals who may require ongoing intensive support to make independent or in-
formed decisions to access and participate in the areas such as education, employment,
family and community life. And where their assessment shows a significant developmental
delay including a significant cognitive delay and lack of ability to use words or
conventional communication methods to communicate. It may include Persons with

Deafblindness (PwDbs) who:

Have severe communication impairment and may require
augmentative systems such as gestures, sign languages,
pictures/embossed pictures, finger spelling, etc.

Require significant support for social interaction with peers and
adults.

Have physical disabilities, with a significant cognitive delay and
require support for mobility as well home based modifications to
facilitate mobility within the home environment.

Exhibit extreme to severe challenging behaviour with significant
and complex health care needs.

Experience significant difficulty processing sensory information
from the environment there by requiring significant support for

self-help and personal care.




Persons with Deafblindness (PwDb) with complex physical,
developmental or multiple disabilities need a lot of support because
other people may find their behaviour very challenging and they could
be at risk of hurting themselves or other people. Keeping in mind the
spirit of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (UNCRPD), the state needs to promote the principles of
empowerment regarding consent and decision making.

Persons with benchmark disabilities are defined as those with at least
40% of any of the 21 disabilities listed in Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (RPWD) Act. PwDb having high support needs are those
who are certified as such under section 58(2) of the Act. It is provided
that a PwDb with benchmark disability who consider him/herself to be
in need of high support, he/she or any other person or organization in
his behalf may apply to the authority appointed by the Government for
the same and the authority shall take steps to provide support

accordingly (Sec 38). However, the PwDb would have the right to alter,

modify, or dismantle the support system and in case of conflict of
interest, the supporting person would withdraw from providing the
support [sec 13(4&5)].

Requirement of Assessment Board
for High Support Needs

The Central Government Rules, as per Section 100 (f) of the Act,
contains the guidelines for the composition of the Board and manner
of Assessment for people with high support needs. The Central
Government has notifled the RPWD (Amendment) Rules, 2018
specifying the composition of the Assessment Board and the manner
of assessment of high support needs vide notification dated 8th March
2019. Now the State Governments are required to take appropriate
actions accordingly as follows:



As per Section 38 (1) of the Act, any person with benchmark
disability, who considers himself to be in need of high support,
01 or any person or organisation on her or his behalf, may apply to
an authority, to be notified by the appropriate Government,

requesting to provide high support.

On receipt of an application under sub-section (1), the authority
02 shall refer it to an Assessment Board consisting of such

Members as may be prescribed by the Central Government.

The Assessment Board shall assess the case referred to it under
03 sub-section (1) in such manner as may be prescribed by the
Central Government and shall send a report to the authority

certifying the need of high support and its nature.

On receipt of a report under sub-section (3), the authority shall
04 take steps to provide support in accordance with the report and
subject to relevant schemes and orders of the appropriate

Government in this behalf.

We have 6o now ensure that Ghe
State governments constitute an
Assessment Board abt the earliest to

certify PwDb with high support needs

After certification from the Assessment Board only they will be eligible for
any support under this provision.

We need to promote, as a fundamental human right, the involvement of
all PwDbs in all aspects of decision making, and firmly consider that doing
so improves the quality of life. Due to the high support needs of PwDbs,
often families, guardians or - in the case of a child or young person - those
with ‘parental responsibility!, will usually be the substitute consent
provider on their behalf. In order to create more choice and control and
equal opportunities in PwDb lives, the State must:




+ Ensure PwDs with high support needs are included in planning, using
all possible methods to communicate and find out what they are
good at and what they want.

«Train parents and staff to help them feel confident about including
PwDb in decision making.

«The state must allocate extra funds for Parent’s Associations,
Disabled Person Organisations (DPOs) and self-advocacy groups

extra funds to help them include everyone.

«Make sure that PwDb are included in education, leisure, work,

transport and housing opportunities.




Reference:

http:/www.disabilityaffairs.gov.in/upload/uploadfiles/files/
RPWD%20ACT%202016.pdf

https:/timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/new-rules-to-help-persons-
with-high-support-needs/articleshow/68446090.cms

http:/www.disabilityaffairs.gov.in/upload/uploadfiles/files/
Rules_notified_15_06(1).pdf

https:/docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=forums&srcid=MTA2NzI1MTcy
MDIOMTA2MDM3MTYBMTM2NTE3NTk1IMTEzNzcyM
DgzNDIBRHVVQU1udnRBZOFKATAUMQEB]!

Contact Us:

Deafblind Regional Center for South (DbRC - South)

The Spastics Society of TamilNadu (SPASTN)
CSIR Road, Taramani, Chennai - 600 113.

Royapuram Branch: No.34, Veera Kutty Street,
Old Washermenpet, Chennai - 600 021.

thespasticssocietyoftamilnadu@gmail.com | spastnric@gmail.com
€, 044 - 22541651, 22541542, 22541133

@ www.spastn.org

Deafblind State Centre ( DbSC):

Holy Cross Service Society, No.3, Ettupattai compound,
Behind Government Hospital, Puthur, Trichy - 620 017.

R, 0431-2771544
holy.cross.servce.society@gmail.com
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